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and Alva that he was a good Catholic, and had no desire
for a war with Spain. He knew that Alva's officers had
captured his letters to Louis, wherein the King of Franco
freely promised the Nassaus money and men. To the
mind of a Valois it was but natural that, being found
out, he should now turn against the men with whom ho
had intrigued.
The Prince of Orange was utterly crushed, but oven
now would not give way to despair. His men would
neither fight nor obey. They were encumbered with
waggon loads of booty; and the panic-stricken towns fell
off, one after the other. Again he implores John to
make fresh efforts with the German princes in this
crisis, "seeing that the massacre of Protestants touches
them more closely than they think." Next, as the
French Crown had swerved round to the enemy again,
he turns to Elizabeth, sends her an envoy to press on
her the vast change in affairs that the massacre disclosed.
"I am resolved," he writes to John in September, "to
go and plant myself in Holland or in Zeeland, and there
await the issue which it shall please Him to ordain."
And again in October he writes : "I am bent on going
to Holland and Zeeland to maintain the cause there;, so
far as this may be possible—ayant ddlMrd de faire illecg
ma sepulture." His instinct was right. The Southern
Provinces, that we now call Belgium, were not to be saved
for a Commonwealth and for Calvinism ; the Northern,
that we call Holland, were destined in the course
of time to grow into the rich, artistic, victorious,
and aspiring Dutch Republic. Holland and Zealand,
with their sea-board and intricate waterways, in per-
petual contact with England and the high seas, wore

